
A Jazz Concert For KIDS“ F i r s t  L a d y  o f  S o n g ”

E l l a  F i t z g e r a l d

Learn all about how Ella and her friends Duke, Pops, and Dizzy invented Jazz

Study Guide
Play and sing along with the band, as Jazz vocalist 
Shirley Crabbe brings the music of Ella Fitzgerald 
"The First Lady of Song" and her fabulous friends 
Louie "Pops" Armstrong, Edward "The Duke" Elling-
ton, and John "Dizzy" Gillespie to life in this fami-
ly-friendly interactive virtual concert. Learn how 
they invented Jazz and how you can make music too

Ella’s Basket: A Jazz Concert for Kids
is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts

with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
and the New York State Legislature
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Clovis Nicolas -Bass
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Ella’s Basket of Songs

A-Tisket -A-Tasket
Lyrics and music by Ella Ftizgerald and Al Feldman

On The Sunny Side of the Street
Music by Jimmy McHugh, Lyrics by Dorothy Fields

If You Can’t Sing It (You’ll Have to Swing It) aka Mr. Paganini 
Lyrics and music by Sam Coslow

C Jam Blues
Music by Duke Ellington, Lyrics by Ella Fitzgerald

Salt Peanuts
Music by John “Dizzy” Gillespie and Kenny Clarke

What a Wonderful World
Music and lyrics by George David Weiss and Bob Thiele

Basin Street Blues
Music and lyrics by Spencer WIlliams
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Meet Ella Fitzgerald

For more than 50 years, Ella Fitzgerald,  also known as the First lady of 
Song, was the most popular female jazz singer in the United States. She 
is the winner of 13 Grammy Awards and, in her lifetime, sold over 40 mil-
lion records. She remains revered as one of the greatest singers of our 
time.  Her voice was beautiful, flexible, warm, and resonant.  An excellent 
singer, she could easily imitate any instrument in an orchestra as well as 
sing ballads and swinging jazz tunes.  She was also well-known for her 
ability to thrill an audience with her e�ervescent scat singing and joyful 
performances. 
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Dizzy Gillespie is one of the “Fathers 
of BeBop Music, a form of Jazz 
popular in the 40’s and 50’s.  Dizzy 
grew up poor and his parents weren't 
able to afford to give him music 

lessons. But Dizzy loved music very 
much. So, he taught himself how to 
play the trumpet. When Dizzy’s 
trumpet accidentley got bent, he 

didn’t throw it away. Instead, he 
decided that it was  something new 
to be explored.  Wherever you saw a 
bent trumpet, Dizzy was always close 
behind. 

Louis Armstrong is one of the 
most beloved jazz musicians in 
history. People used to call him 
Pops, Satchmo, or Satch. He 
had a charismatic, upbeat 
personality and expert 
musicianship. Louis grew up 
poor and, at times, resorted to 
digging through the trash for 
things to sell to get money for 
his family to buy food. 
One New Year's Eve, when 
Louis was 11, he was arrested 
and sent to a reform school 
called The Colored Waif's 
Home for Boys.  It was there 
that Louis learned how to play 
the trumpet. Armstrong's 
trumpet playing, gravely vocals, 
and innovative scat singing 
soon became the blueprint for 
the future of Jazz.  songs.

Edward “Duke” Ellington was a 
composer, pianist, and band-
leader who for over 50 years, 
was a very important figure in 
Jazz music. Many considered 
him to be a genius and one of 
the greatest composers of all 
time.  He wrote over 1000 
songs, numerous ballet and 
film scores, orchestral pieces, 
and choral works and used 
music to uplift and give mean-
ing to the African American 
experience. He is the winner of a 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve-ment 
Award, the United States' 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
and France's Legion of Honor. 
His music continues to be loved 
and performed today.
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Louis “Pops” Armstrong

-------------------------------------------
Find out more about this great musicians 

by visiting their websites 

The Louis Armstrong House 
www.louisarmstronghouse.org/visit/

Duke Ellington
www.dukeellington.com

Dizzy Gillespie
www.biography.com

www.biography.com/.amp/musician/dizzy-gillespie
www.dukeellington.com
www.louisarmstronghouse.org
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The Rhythm Section

Meet The Band
1._______

2.________

5._____

3._____

6.____

4.______

Answer Key 1.Trumpet, 2.Saxophone, 3.Drums, 4.Singer. 5. Piano, 6.Bass

How many of the instruments 
that you heard today can you 
name?
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Improvise with Us
In this section, and help us create new 

music. You may need to ask a trusted friend

of family member for help with this.

Instrumentalists can
Make some instruments from things in the kitchen cupboard. 
Use your hands, feet and your whole body to make sounds. 
Beat on a cardboard box or on the floor.
Explore how you can imitate sounds around you.

Singers can
Make beat box sounds with their mouth.

Explore how you can imitate sounds around you.

Sing scat syllables, just like Ella Fitzgerald did!

Everyone can
Find new ways to move your body & have fun!

The word improvise means:  “to make it up as you go along.”
When musicians “improvise,” they “make up new music on the spot.”
Improvising is a musical conversation between you, the band, and the audi-
ence. Unless one recites words or reads a book aloud, we improvise speech 
all day long and make up new conversations without even knowing it! 
So rest assured, you can improvise!

What is improvisation?

“Improvisation is the courage to move from one note to the next” - Jazz Vocalist, Bobby McFerrin

Bop

ZWee

Daht-n

Dwee Bop

e

Wha

Shooby

Diddly 

q

q
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 words used by Jazz Musicians

Jazz Slang Words

- Location, New York City

- Your instrument. A"Did you bring your ax?"

- What someone is interested in. "What's your bag?"

- Money. "The gig didn't pay too much bread."

- Folks who play jazz music. "The cats all showed up and played the gig."

- A jazz superlative. "Wow! That was crazy!

- Where you live. "After the show we all went back to my crib for supper,"

- To know or understand completely. "Can you dig what I'm sayin'."

- A paying job.

- When a group of jazz players get together just to improvise.

- Make up new lyrics to a song using only syllables . This practice was born when Louis

Armstrong  forgot his lyrics on the song Heebie Jeebies - he improvised some new ones.

- When you take a five-minute break

- To play a tune extremely well .

- To practice

*Excerpted from https://www.the-jazz-cat.com/jazz-slang-dictionary.html.
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